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2 Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, 2 Chap. 10,1 1.Verl. 


Becauſe they received not the love of the Truth, that 
they might be ſaved. For this cauſe God ſball 
ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they may believe a 


Hough the words do relate to a Pro- 
phecy, yet | need not be ſo bold 
as to rifle into thedoubtful con- 

> tents of jt, to find our the plain 
CS Ed: lcnſc of them ; Whatſoever Age or 
0 WR" Placeof Chriſtendome this dread- 
ful Comet foreſeen -by the Apofile diretly hung 
over, yet that it hath an evil Aſpe& more or leſs 
upon all, is evident from the evil influence it- hath 
every where ſcatter*d, and we are not free from, 
which 1s deſcrib'd in the words that T have read. 

Wherein we have theſe*two things confidera+ 


1+ The fad condition of ſomemen, God foal? 


A'2 ſend 


Matth 24. 24. 


Epheſ. 4. 14. 


| Þiph, her. 25, 


is 3th 

fend them firong d:luſion, that they may believe a 
bye. : | 

J 2. The reaſon of it; becauſe they received not 
the love of the truth, that they might be ſaved; And 
whatever offence the phraſe of (Gods ſending) may 
give us, as if Darkneſs could flow from him who is 


Light, the reaſon affign'd for it will eaſily re- 


move, 
VVhat theſtrong deluſion here threatn'd is, the 
verſe before my Text tells ns, The coming of Sathan 
with powers, and ſigns and tying wonders ; ſuch as - 
our bleſſed Saviour toretold, with this accompt of 
them, 7hey would deceive, if it were poſſible, the ery 
Ele&. Divers and deep have been the 3:9 22m, 
the methods of impoſture in Religion ; but the wigu., 
its utmoſt effort, and choiſe maſter-piece hath been, 
the counterfeiting thoſe Credentials which God 
hath ever given to his immediate»Meſſengers, Power 
and Holineſs, it being contrary to his'Pertetions, 
and an invincible bar toall belief, tor him to ſend a 
weak or wicked perſon on his extraordinary Er- 
rand ; How tar the firſt of theſe hath been forg*d, 
as by Simon Magus (the perſon ſuppos'd by ſome, 
to be primarily-meant here J Apollonius Tyaneus, 
and others we are told by Hiſtory ; But the Devil 
hath long ſince, at leaſt among us, laid by that old 
Engine, as being unfit to enſnare an inquiſitive 
Age ; "But pretence of Holineſs will never be out. 
dated, the Sheeps cloathing will be a.treſh and 
| | | faſhionable 


faſhionable diſguiſe to the end of the world;"yet' 
neither of theſe deluſtons ever have been, or can be 
ſo ftrong or ſubtileas to elude all means of difcove- 
ry : For though a lying wonder may by Mechaniſm 
or Conſpiracy be ſo perform'd as to puzzlea ve- 
ry curious enquiry into the matter of fa& only, and 
aSanftiimonious vizor may be ſo accurately made.as 
to ſtartle anunwary.admirer that gazes only on the 
outſide of it ; yet a careful ſearch into the integrity, 
charity, and humility of the perſon, will certainly 
diſcover the forgery ; counterfeit power and purity 
taſt alwayes very ſtrong of malice and pride, 

But, thanks be to God, we cannot pretend the 
danger, nor plead the excuſe of ſuch temptations ; 
ſuch is the honeſt genius of our Religion, that it 
dazzles not our Eyes with any ſtrange feats, nor 
deafs our Ears with unintelligible founds, nor 
amuſes our Minds with uncouth ſeyerities, nor of- 
fers any other Proofs for it ſelf, then thoſe its great 
Maſter hath left it, fave only the ſtrange ſucceſs of 
them, againſt the will and intereſt of the greateſt 
poyer and policy inthe world, VVeare then ſafe 
from this firſt evil, unleſs we will be ſohumorous as 
to cheat our ſelves into the belief of les, which is 
the ſecond part of their ſad condition. 

Torake up the aſhes of old Heretiques, would be 
here as uſeleſs, as unſavory, and to rake into the 
wounds of our own Church, to ſeek the Lye, would 
be as barbarous ; Some Balſom we rather take from 

/ the . 


. (04) 

the words, for the healing of the ſore of the Daugh- 
ter of /ſrael, if it be fiot yet incurable ; wiz, Every 
falſe Perſwaſion doth not amount to this emphaſes 
of error, nor muſt we write on it the doom in my 
Text, leſt we fall under our own condemnation - 
A ſmall miſtake may indeed, as 'tis menag*'d, grow 
up to rhe dimenfions of a groſs error, let the vehicle 
be never ſo innocent,the ingredients make it a dead- 
ly poyſon ; But a he 1s an error which carries its 
contradiction in its face not at the end of a lon 
chain of conſequences hookt artificially rogether ; 
which is ſo thick and palpable, that not Faith and 
Philoſophy onely, but even” Humanity checks at it, 
as being repugnant to that ſenſe or teſtimony which 
is current through the while world; And of this 
nature there are too many extant : I will not ſearch 
into this or the other fe4, or communian for them, 
onely lay down ſome general undeniable Chara- 
ers , and whatſoever Doftrines or Propofitions 
anſwer them, | hope 'rwill be no rudeneſs or af- 
trontto [eavethe /ye at their doors, 

I. 7hoſe that deny the being, or providence of 
God, cannot juſtly beangry at that reproach, which 
they raundly put upon the whole world ; All men 
Zews and Heathens, yea their very {dols and Altars, 
and the whole Creation, do with one conſent 
condemn theſe; yea, fo fardo they contradi@ 
themſelves, that they give the making and 
menagement of the whole world 'to fuch a 


blind 


- men, ſince they muſt have aGod, will have the 


(5) 
blind Power, which they dare not truſt wich the 
careof that little pitrance of it they call-their own ; 
And however ſportive men may, in the tranſports 
of their pleaſures, be with God; yet this argues the 
denial of him to be the greateſt fallity , that it 
needs ſo much confidence and wildnels, and con- 
tempt of all things that are venerable amongſt men, 
to ſupport ir. Again, | 
2. Such Opinions as do violate his Perfections, 
or charge any thing that is evil on him, that ad- 
vance any Creature to his glories, or degrade him 
to its likeneſs, cannot eſcape this evil name : Thoſe 
that of old invaded his honour, and gave 1t to 
others, are ſaid by the Prophet, to hold a {ye 1n their 16. 44. 20. 
right hand ; and by the Apoſtle, cochange the truth gm. x. :3, 
of God intoa Jye, And thole that reprefent him as 
cruel or unjuſt, as peevith and cafie to be provok'r, 
and yet ealje tobe flatter'd, are not the [ea of the 
true God, but the meer Figments and /ols of their 
own devifing ; or whether their own Images which 
they ſet up in pomp, and then fall down and wor- 
Ip, w0v-0:4 T:vagav d\xiyudvav 4, Nez al HZ, v5 ayyo 5 Evil reg. Narjann 


making of him , and then no doubr he ſhall be ſuch 
an one as (hall beſt ſerve their own purpoſes, a meer 
imaginary Creature of their own. 

3. VVhatever deſtroys the evidence »of ſenſe in 
tboſe things that fall properly under its cognizance, 
or the ſufficiency of moral motives to induce - oo | 

| ait 


(6) 
Faith in thoſe things which do not, nor can't, falls 
juſtly under this cenſure: For greater aſſurance 
then theſe give us in their reſpeCtive objefts we 
cannot have; and upon thismen adventureall that 
is dear to them, even their lives ; and he that is 
ſo much Infidel to himſelt, as to disbelicf his own 
ſenſe, or tothe whole world, as torefuſe that ſecu- 
rity which is univerſally accepted amongſt men,en- 
gages himſelf in invinciblejealoulics of all perſons 
actions and things whatſoever ; he may as well ſuſ- 
pet the Food on his own Table, as adore that on 
Gods,and queſtion any Record as well as that of the 
Bible; So fair do Scepticiſm and Infidelity bid for 
the Lye, thatthey cur off all the means, not of all 
faith in God only,but alſoin men ; yea,of all know- 
ledge and civil correſpondence. 

Laſtly, VVhatever errors deſtroy a good life, and 
licentiate wickedneſs, ſuch for 1nſtance,as confound 
the difference of Good and Evil, that diſpenſe with 
ſubje&ion, truth, honeſty and mercy, and the inſe- 
parable duties of Relations ; that decry the neceſfity 
of good works, that eftabliſheth a Religion void 
of Virrue, a Faith without Obedience, Repentance 
withour Amendment ; all which do not by a per- 
plext courſe of conſequences, but by a dirett force 
ſet up Iniquity as by a Law - The common ſenſe of. 
Mankind (the univerſal Conſcience) 1s the moſt 
ſafe and ſteddy ark and repoſitory of Trutn, firmer 


then Seths Pillars, or the two Tables, which can: 
never 


(7) 
never moulder away, in whichall the virtues of a 
good lifeare ſo deeply ingrav'd, that they are not 
to be eras'd without the violation of it ; Zruth and 
Tuſtice, Charity and Sobriety, are older then the 
Laws of the Sons of Noah, and more durable then 
Mount Sinai; they are the ſame yeſterday, to day, 
and for ever ; the Data of all Laws, the bonds of all 
Societies, the hallowed ſoyl all Religions have been 
built on, of which that is the belt, that is moft 
exaly fram'd to them ; all men approve and de- 
fend theſe as their common Birth-right, their «on 
<ye«x, and arercady joyntly to preſcribe him as a 
common enemy, that aſſaulrs them ; The grofleneſs 
of any Error is not inthe little remote abſurdities 
that Art may urge it with, (God forbid that the 

miſnaming or miſplacing the terms in a Syllogiſm 

ſhould be damnable ! ) but in the immediate miſ- 

chievous cffefts of it; if thenext ſtreams be dead- 

ly, we may conclude the fountain to be poyſonous, 

and whatſoever Doarine authorizes evil, we may 


boldly pronounce it to be a Lye ; A name ſo hate- j,,, q ,,, 


ful for the relation it bears to the Devil, that I dare 
not affix it to any errors, but ſuch as ſtand anathe- 
matiz'd for ſuch by the trueſt cecumenical council, 
even the common conſent of the whole world, 
And now it may be wondered how in ſo nice 
and ſqueamiſh an Age, ſuch tough and unſavoury 
Untruths ſhould be ſo greedily ſwallow'd ; and 1 
might be thought (were not ſuch conceipts. too no-. ' 
We B _ toriouſly 


(3) 
foriouſly own'd)) to have devis'd fome Monſters 
ro make ſport with ; how men whoſe underſtand- - 
ings ſerye them well as to other things., ſhould 
yet be fo ſtupid as to deny him that made them, or 
to make him ſuch an one as they pleaſe, orto turn 
Infidels to themſelves and all men, or laſtly, to 
think real virtue, upon which their own & all other 
mens comfort and ſecurity depend, to be but an 
old Heathen notion, a Leytical ſhadoy, as very a 
crifle in Gods accompr, as in their own ; This may 
ſeem ſtrange, butthe wonder will ſoon be over, if 
we will confider the ſecond partof the Text, 

The reaſon of this fad doom, Becauſe they recei- 
wed not the love of the truth, that they might be 
aved. 
/ A fad charge, as heavy as the doom! That it 
imports morethen bare Infidelity, is plain fromthe 
words, which fignihe, 

1. An unworthy reception of truth ; they recei- 
ved not the love of 1t. 

. 2, Thedefeating the defign of it; were not ſaved 
by it. 

There are toomany that receive the Dorines and 
Promiſes of a holy Life (for that is the ſpecifical 
ſenſe of truth in the holy Scripture) with ſcornand 
contempt, who, diſdaining the ſneaking guilt of 
the triflers in my Text, aſpire to that of Blaſphe- 
mers of 7ruth, for whom therefore a more dread- 
ful judgment then that here (if any can be fo) 


(9) 
is of old appointed,Becauſe you have ſet at naught 


. oll my Counſel, I alfo will laugh at your Calamity, Prov.1.20 
[ will mock. when your fear cometh. Qthers receive it *© 


with more civility , with an agreeable countenance 
and behaviour, but a cold indifferency, as they 
wou'da ſtranger; and if its approach, drefſe Lan- 
guage, Or arguing chance to pleaſe them, their ci- 
vility may improve to that g/adneſs that Herod at- 


forded the Baptiſt, and 'tis a welcome Gueſt for an Mark 6, 


hour, 

A third ſort receive it with a zealous fondneſs, 
with Paffions and Raptures, yet not it, but the 
phraſe, the tone, the attion that conveighs it; For 
let the ſame truth be read in a Leflon, in a lower 
key, and with a more compos'd behaviour, and it 
looſes its warm entertainment. 

And what is all this but flattery and falſhood ? 
It may be the love of ſomething that is agreeable 
tothe Ears,as ſweet Accents or ſmooth Periods are, 
let the matter be ſerious or frivolous; or to the 
Fancy, as ſuch diſcourſes as ſooth mens particular 
tempers, whether they are true or falſe; or to the 
Underſtanding , as a well-fram*d Hypothefis ' of 
the motions of the Planets ; But all this, even the 
cleareſt notion of truth falls ſhort of the love of it, 
This admits it beyond all the chambers of imag1- 
nation and diſcourſe, into the treaſures the atte- 
ions of the Soul, ſeats'it there in full power, caſts 
out whatſoever is diſtaſtful to- it, and ſubjetts all : 

| B 2 things __ 


| Om. 1.18, 


(10) 
things, even. its deareſt inclinations to its Laws : 
and whatſoever is ſhort of this, is but being Nightly 
pleas'd or inſtruftedby it, not ſaved: which is the 
ſecond part of their charge. 

That men look upon Salvation, asa bare Revyer-= 
fion, which hathnothing of duty-or happineſs in 
ic 0n this ſide the Grave, as it argues a ſtrong love 
of their Sins, ſo it doth a groſs ignorance of the 
deſign'ot the Goſpel, the-onely effe& of which, that 
ſhould or can beexpetted from it here (as it every 
where declares) is, that it ſave us from our ſins, 
without which the ftrongeſt hopes of Heaven are 
but the Dreams of a Fools Paradiſe;]f therefore men 
will not be better'd by it, if notwithſtanding its 
plaineſt Precepts , higheſt Promiſes, and moſt 
frighcful Terrors, if in defiance to the ſtrongeſt 
motives, the Blood of Feſus and the Bowels of God, 
to invite them, and all the Aids of Heaven tender'd 
ro afliſt them, and all the treafures of Love and 
Vengeance laid open to per{wade them, they will 
contin e in their wickedneſs, and not be ſaved,with 
whatſoever ſolemnity they receive, they doeffettu- 
ally butreje&and baffle the truth. 

This is their Charge, Holding: the truth of God 
in unrighteouſneſs, or (as in thenext verſe to the 
Text 'tis phras'd) not believing in the truth, but 
having pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, as if that plea- 
ſure were flat without the -refiſtance of 7ruth to 
keen the appetite, as if the wayesto death were not 
| plain 


(11) 
plain enough without the light of the Gofpel todj 
re&them thither, and 'twere a glorious conqueſt 
through all the farces of Light and Love, Mercy and 
Vengeance, to do violence to the Kingdom of Dark: 
neſs, and ſtorm Hell and Damnation, 

This is the Charge, and how it fits men for this 
doom, and prepares them forthe grofſeft errors I am 
next to ſhew. 

The cleareſt Principles of F aith and Reaſon are 
not ſo convincing as the Dodrines of a holy life, 
which, as the [ight, bring their own evidence with 
them, and approve themſelves at firſt fightto be 
holy, juſt and good ; And the groſſeſt errors cannot 
be preſs't with ſuch palpable abſurdities, as any 
great and wilful wickedneſs, which the conſcience 
confutes, not by formal argument, but with pain 
and ſhameand confuſion ot. face, and leaves it no 
evaſion, or defence but that which amounts to- a 
denial,extenuation : He therefore that is grown ſo 
hardy as to refiſt the ſtrongeſt convictions of his 
own conſcience, and to baffle the painful conflicts 
of his own ſpirit, who can hearand feel, and de- 
ſpiſe his own condemnation, how ealie a conqueſt 
will he make over the weaker perſwafions of his 
mind ? The ſtrongelt ſenſe we have implanted by 
Nature, .or renew'd by Grace in our Souls, is, That 
of Good and Evil, which, becauſe 'tis the Guardian 
of our: Innocence and Safety , therefore hath God 
made it ſoquick and apprehenfive, T he oy of 

rue 
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; (12) 
True and Falſe is much more weak and {anguid, 
like the laſt faint returns of a dying eccho;y It that 
theretorebe grown ſtupid, how can 2þjs continue 


- 10.its; vigour ?- When once. a man is grown {6 


ſenſleſs asto lay by all reverenceand pitty of him- 
ſelf; and to endyre his own torments and re- 
proackes,he may cafily deſpiſe the weaker chaſtiſe- 


- ments of the ſharpeſt demonſtrations. Befides, 


there is 10 great ſin but is attended with ſome pro- 
per miſchiets which touch the evil man in thoſe 
parts. wherein he is far more ſenſible-and tender, 
then in any 'the faculties of his Soul, with which 


Either his Body, or his Credit, or his Subſtance are 


weary and beavy laden; And can we think the Ar- 
ticles of ſuch a mans Faith can be dearer to him 
then his Health, his Honour, or his Eftate, which he 
fo readily facrifices to his Sins? or, That a con- 
tradiQion ſhould trouble his mind, who hath 
no compatltion left for theſe ? Can the 'harſheſt 


 diſcords give-any offence to thoſe Ears that have 


been.cun'd onely to curfing and calumny ? or the 
moſt 'ill-Chapt unproportion'd obje&s tothoſe Eyes 
that have delighted in the uglieſt deformities of 
their own natures? No more offence can the moſt 
inconhiſtent untruths give him, who being paſt 
feeling, hath given himſelf over to work all unclean- 
neſs with preedineſs. Thus doth wickedneſs harden 


andenurethe mind for thegroffeſt errors : and the 
more, 


(13) 
2, Becauſe it expoſes a man to all-tempteti 
' and makes' him a _ prey tor any balief thi 
comes arm'd with the fame weapons, he hath been 
ſo often worſted with; 1f Pleaſure, Honour, and 
Profit can make a man a Beaft, a Villain or a Knaye, 
they may as ealily, where they ſtand for it, make 
him an Infidel or Apoſtate ; It the ſmiles of a friend 
canitrip aman of his Humanity, they will ſhake 
his Creed, which fits not ſo cloſe to him ; {He who 
abandons his &mocency for a little Railery, would 
ſure bequickly ſtorm'd out of his Faith; 

But what fpeake I of temptation ? He that yo 
fiſts in his wickedneſs in defiance totruth needs no 
Tempter, being of himſelf propenſe to invent, or 
tmbrace the groſſeſt lies. For, 

3. There aretwo great depths ofdarknefs,whence 
all thoſe Miſts that be-night mens Underſtandings 
do ariſe, an evil conſcience and evil affections ; both 
which have their riſe and. growth from an ev] 
life, and do beguile men with a ſubtler fophiſtry, 
thenall outward impoſture, which borrows all ics 
force from them. ahh 

I. The evil Conſcience works thus. To the na- 
tive delicate Yenſe of the Soul the evil of gmlt is 
very afflitive; The remembrances of Blood, Ra- 
pine, Oppreſlion, Cozenage, and the like, are not 
onely frightful fights, but crael furies co a man; 
Something then muſt. be done for his cafe, he can- 
not live on this wheel, nor lie down with this fire 

\ in. 


(14) 
in his boſowe, nor can he ſhift off theſe Tortures 
that ſtick as cloſe to him as the knowledge of him- 
ſelf does; The.common diverſions of noiſe, ioll1- 
ty, and buſineſs will not alwayes laſt,he muſt ſome- 
times be alone, and then the Tormenters return ; 
Thus like the evil Spirit in the Goſpel, He goes 
about ſeeking reſt, and can find none; The onely 
ſure and Carholick Remedy of Repentance from 
dead works, Cwhich by the Blood of Feſus, and the 
Promiſe of the Spirit, we are aſſur'd will be ſucceſs- 
ful) is harſh and ſevere, and requires cutting o 
the gangrend Hand, and pulling out the enflam'd 
Eye, and other rigours he can no more endure 
then the diſtemper ; 'tis a long and heavy way to 
the City of Refuge, and when one is there 'tis bur 
an impriſonment. In this diſtreſs ſome Witch- 
_ muſt be ſoughtto, ſome eafier arts found out 
o palliate the evil, and aſſwage the pain. And 
for this he hath heard much talk of a good]y and 
cheap Robe of Righteouſneſs , and a choice fucus 
of Faith, with which he may ſo cover and beauti- 
he the monſters, that the all-ſeeing Eye of the 
moſi-holy God {hall not ſee fin in them; In this diſ- 
guiſe he preſently puts them, and having thus con- 
ceal'd them, he apprehends no terror in them ; 
Thus thouſands ſwallow this enthuſtaftick the, for 
indeed *tis very delicious, and gives a great deal of 
eaſe to the vileſt Sinner, without the leaſt troubleor 
diſturbance to his Sin, | 
But 


(5) 


But if the man” be frighted out! of this phaney” 


into a thoughtful mood, and being' arreſted with 
the ſenſe of God, ſees his nakedneſs through theſe 


Figleaves, and feels that for all his finery he is'yet- 


in pain, and ſomething muſt be done befides this 
mummery tor his eaſe, he next caſts about for what 
1s cafie, not ſure; And being told, that a light 
expoling the evil, by a ſhort confeſſion, a very little 
attrition, and a round fatisfa&ion to-the Church, 


by the help of a few omnipotent words, and in the. 


cloſeof all, a little healing unCtion, will infallibly 
efte& the cure, and lay theſe terrors; Having fo 
venerable authority for it, he takes the opiate, 
whichlulls him into a.pleaſant ſlumber and gid- 
dineſs ; and now he cryes, Soul, take thy eaſe, and 
luſt, take thy liberty, and whenſoever the terrors 
do return, 'tis but repeating'the-remedy,. Zoties, 


quotes, and all will be well ; 'But if the charge of 


this (as the cheapnels of the other) render it (ul- 
pitious, if reaſon 'do awaken the man , and"per- 


{wade him that Go cannor'be<impoſed upon'by- 


ſuch thin deviſes ; andatter all his vain -trials, he 
finds *tis not poſſible by theſe poor crafts to: recon- 
cile the ſenſe of his God and bis Guilt,ſoas they may 
peaceably abide together ; Having firſt refoly*d to 


hve and die in his dear wickedneſs; he then ſees it's 


necefary wholly to.diſcharge his mind of the firſt 
reat troubler of his reſt; as that which he 1s moſt 
delirous, and will coſt him leaft to part with And 
C when 


(16) 
when he hath well exorcis'd the ſenſe of God, and 
ſinn'd himſelf into the hope that he is not, he ap- 
zlauds himſelf in that caſe and treedome that 
| ath forc't and abus'd his Saul inta. | 
That this is the uſual mechad Guilt puts men 
upon for a little temporary caſe, isa plain and fre- 
quent obſeryation ; It ſers out at Enthuſraſm, and 
ends in Atheiſm, betwtxt which haw diftant ſoever 
they ſeem, there 18 but one ſhort ſtage, wiz. Super- 
| ftition : Thus the grolleſt Lyes become a needful 
r Tim.r.19, Sanftuary , when Hymzneus and Alexander put 
20. away their Conſcience, they were forc't to ſend their 
| Faith after it, which would have been very uncafie 
to them without it; Thus when men have ſpent their 
Innocence In riotous courſes, they muſt (as the 
Prodigal in the Goſpel) ſet up ſome ſordid way of 
living, ſerve Swine and djet with them, to.ſubfiſt, 

2, Theother things that fo corrupt the mind, 
asto make it greedy of the groſſeſt: Lyes, are evil af- 
feions, which cannot be maintain'd nor gratifi'd 
without them, Soare we fram'd that there is little 
dry light in us, our apprehenfions are deeply tin- 
&ur'd, if not form'd by our affeftions; We believe 
with the heart, is as true in Philoſopby as 'tis in 
Scripture, for mens moſt unconcerning fpeculati. 
ans ſavour ſomething of the love or reverence 
wherewith they imbib'd them , how mnch more 
their moral and religious. perſwalions ? when once 
therefore the affetizons of men are by their evil 

pradlices 


CY 
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praffices turn'd into brutith, or diabolical, they 
change all things, their Gods, Religions, Creeds, 
Commandments, Heaven and Hell into: their own 
complexions ; How exally did the /dols of the 
Heathen ſuit with their tempers, and the notions 
roo many Chriſtians have of their God, with their 
- own depray'd diſpoſitions? How agrecable to a 
cruel and ſavage mind is the Mabametan zeal, and 
their Paradiſe to the Intemperate and Unclean ? 
How proper is the temporal reign of their King Fe- 
ſus to the revengetful and ambitious ? How greedily 
do they ſuck in the breath that declaims againſt 
good works whoare griping and niggardly ? How 
welcome are the new wayes of Salvation by phancy 
or proxy tothe delicate and lazy ? How taſtful isthe 
Dodrine againſt Spirits to a mind that is carna- 
liz'd? andthe news of no God to thoſe who would 
have none of his Laws? Men fix their belief where 
they place their happineſs, and a [ittle perſwaſion 
will ſerve to rid theirthoughts of that which ob- 
ſtruts their paſſage to it; Soon did the /ndranre- 
nounce his B aptiſm, when he found: it obliged him 
to renounce his dearer Paganiſm ;, But whatſoever 
ſtory ſooths and cheriſhes their: buſts, that firſt 
ſwells their withes into hopes; their hopes into poſ- 

fibilicies, and cheſe.1mro_huſty demonſtrations that 

it is true; For this reaſon the 4poſile St; Fames re- 


quires us to lay aſide at filthyneſs, and ſuperfluity of Jur. ». 


naughtineſs , before we' can receive the engra 
/) word; 


2l. 


2 Tim. 344. 


x Pet. 2. 2. 
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word; And*twas not by prophecy but experience 
the Apoſtle St, Paul ſaid, That men : would heap up © 
Teachers according to their lufts ; the ſame expert- 
ence that taught the Philoſopher that nou eoiv d2zuby 
@3qriual, pleaſures corrupt mens principles ; for 
according to his rule, all things are nouritht by 
what they are made, the food muſt be agreeable to 
the faculty , and mens evil luſts muſt pine and 
ſtarve, if they have nothing but the #4 ya\x. bo» 
neſt truth to be maintained by ; Thus through the 
eager appetite of theſe men become not only recep- 
tive of, but ravenous after the fouleſt traſh, the 
roſſeſt lyes. 

6 Nut Io this plain accompt hath faved me la- 
bour of Juſtifying, our moſt Righteous. and Good 
God in this ſad doom wherein *ris ſaid, God ſends 
men. &Cc. 

The great concernment that We owns, and muſt 
Cas he is God) neceſfarily have, in all the affairs 
of the world, gives men occafion to /ay all their 
burthens upon him in the worſt ſenſe, that is, if 
they are blind, wicked, and unhappy, they cry out 
preſently (as he in rheTragedy) againſt, zis & woo z 
yea, they cannot be ſJoathful and poor, but anon 
Providence muſt be impleaded ; For if they have 
once got an unayoidable neceſlity, they are ſure 
they have a good apology. 

That God doth by any politive a& blind, or in- 
fatuatemen, as it is utterly repugnant to his Per- 

| | fet1ons, 
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fe&ions, who-is Light and Lowe ; So 'tis a foul 
Blaſphemy that hath. no colour. for ic, but what 
ſome mens expounding Scripture and Providence 
in the ſenſe of their own evil nature gives it; Bur 
if he permit impoſture for the trial of our reaſon, 
as hedoth temptation for our integrity, where is 
the cruelty ? And if he ſuſpend his Light, when 
men as the Sodomites would commit outrages by it; 
where is the wrong ? If he remove his truth from: 
them that reſiſt it, where 1s. the violence? To ob- 
trude it where men withſtand it, that were violence: 
indeed ; Though he be a God full of compaſſion, 
flow to anger , and of great goodneſs, yet he is 
not bound under any neceflity of expoſing his 
Truth and his Goodnels for ever to the ſcorn and 
contempt of ingrateful and dirty Worms, and *ris: * 
a mad and difingenuous temptation of him to try by: 
our obſtinacy how long he can forbear; His 7ruth 
ſhall not alwayes contend" in vain, if men -will 


cloſe their Eyes, and harden their Hearts, it ſhall Matth- 13 


happen tothem according to their own choice, as 
to the Fews of old, ſeeing they ſhall not ſee, hearing 
they ſball not 09'S," God doth then no more 
in this, then in all other his Judgments , #1] the 
evil man with his own devices. Hedelighted in- 
darkneſs, and 'tis given him for a portion, and a 
ſad one 'tis, an entrance . into: the outer darkneſs, 
and wants onely weeping andgnaſhing of teeth, the: 
dolorous and madding ſenſe of it, tocomplete it.. 


He. 
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Be then knits the bands of his deſtiny, his ſentence 
is not more ſevere to him, then his own choice, Be- 
cauſe he received not the love of the truth, therefore 
he is given over to thebelief of tyes. 

From what hath been ſaid of this, I ſhall raiſe 
three Conclufions. | 

1. Nothing ſo direaly endangers our Faith, as 
on evil Life; It cannot indeed be expetted thar 
they ſhould have any hearty love for their Faith, 
that have none for their Souls ; For (however ſome 
look on it as no more then one of the peculiarities 
of the Nation they live in, as their Language, their 
Habit, their Laws and Cuſtoms are, yet) we know 
the great deſign of it is,to inſtrutt and encourage us 
in thoſe things that may make us good and happy 
for ever, and he that liſts not to be ſo, cannot be a 
true Friend to that Faith which ſhould make him 
ſo. Yet ye ſee that Education, Cuſtom, Intereſt 
and Prz-ingagement, implant even in the worſt of 
men a very tenacious reverence of their Belief;but I 
hope we value ours upon ſtronger motives ; which 
though it be beſides the defign of my Text to re- 
compr, yet (that I benot too impudent a Beggar 
of the Queſtion) the Charaders I have given of 
groſs and damnable errors will acquit it of the im- 
putation of any ſuch ; Searchand try if there be 
any thing in it, that tends tothe denial of God, the 
diminution of his Glory, the countenance of Infide- 
lity, or abad Life, Then let it ſuffer in our eſteem ; 
But 
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But if it be ſotenderof Gods honour, that it won't 
venture to parcel it out to others upon the warran- 
ty of any critical diftin&ion, tf it be fo fair and 
ingenuous as not to impoſe upon our underſtand- 
ings and ſenſes, but fubjetts it fe'f to the cloſeſt 
fober enquiries ; if it have ſomuch eſteem for true 
Goodneſs, as to preter it before all outward Rituali- 
ties, and ſet it above the difpenſations of any In- 
tereſts or Powers whatſoever, 1 hope 1t may find 
excule, with all thoſe that aretrue Lowers of God, 
Reaſon and Virtue; But the great fault of ovr 
Faith and the fum of all thoſe particulars *tis 
charg'd with, is, that it is tooſtubborn and nice, 
and will not be commanded nor entreated beyond 
that Rule, which the great Author of it hath left us, 
and ſure this ſhould not be its reproach but com- 
mendation tothoſe whoſe great glory it is to haye: 
tranſmitted the Holy Scripture to us; If it offend 
mthis, 'tis certainly on the ſafer fide of a great 
modeſty, and an humble deference to. our bleſſed 
Saviour and his holy Apoſiles. Suchan accompt of 
it as this, But from his Royal lips, who ſpoke, and* 
writ,and liv'd; and dy'd beſt for it,(next tothe holy: 
Feſus and his immediateWitneſſes) render'd it fo ac-- 
ceptabletoa profeſs'd Enemy of it CPadre Rhobofe 3, the Bar 
Confeſlor to the Infanta, as the ſtory is well known Monmoug 
and voucht_) that he turn'd its Confeſſor, in this reg. 
honeſt acknowledgment; /f this be your F aith', war efita 
for ought I know, you may be ſau'd as well as 1. 


But: 
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But (to return to my” Text) whatever accompt 

hath endear'd it to us, nothing ſo much hazards 

it, as a Pagan life and converſation ; There are 

two things men are commonly very fearful of in 6 

this caſe, The weaknels of their own Underſtand- 

ing , and the wilineſs and cunning craftineſs of 

thoſe that lye in wait to decetve ; As for the firſt, 

however faultgzy/implicity, may be in other things, 

we have no great caule to apprehend it ſo here; 

Yea, the itch of Knowledge which drew man into 

the firſt fatal Error, hath {till continued to have 

the ſame eyil influence ; whilſt men are contented 

with that meaſure of knowledge, which is fit for 

them.,, and anſwers the offices and neceſſities of 

their Lives, they are ſafe within theſe bounds ; : 

But when they begin ng», to ſoar above 

St, Fohns Epiſiles to - his Revelations, and leave 

Charity to expound Myſteries, diſcloſe Propheſres, 

and model Polities, they enter into Clouds and 

Darkneſs, and no wonder it they ſtray, Gnoftick, is 

the true name of eyery Heretique ; Nor is the crafti- 

ne(s of Deceivers-ſo dreadful' as men-make it, For 

beſides that, thetruly good man 1s ſeldom fo idle or 

curious asto'hearken to their Charms, fo his be- 

loved Principles of humility, peacefulneſs, and ſub- - / 

miſſton make him abhorrent of them ; yea, there 1s 

an awtulneſsin goodneſs that checks their boldeſt 

ſollicitations , - but wickedneſs doth invite chem, 

as the luxurious Prodigal, the Cheats ; and though 

their 
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"4 6 


their good Words and fair Speeches may lead - 5 Rom. 16.18, 
tive filly Women, yet, 'tis only ſuch as are laden * Tim 3.6. 


with Sins and led away with divers Lufts ; Let us 
not then impute that danger to theſe that is onely' 
due to wickedneſs of life, thoſe do but affaulr the 
out-works, this ſtrikes at the vitals of our F aith, 
and creates thoſe ſtrong prejudices to' it, which, 
were they not aw'd by ſome outward: regards ,' 
would ſoon break out intoopen Hoſtility ; A ſound 
Faith and a corrupt Life may be found together, 
there are too many ſuch monſters as Orthodox 
Reprobates, men that hold the truth of God 
in unrighteouſneſs ;, but this they wholly oweto the” 
reſtraints of the Divine Providence, not to any in- 
ward friendſhip that maintains the- union : 
« Did(t not thou oh mighty God who ruleft the ra- 
« ging of the Sea, didft not thou likewiſe ſtop ſome 
<« mens Principles from running out into their pro- 
« ver practices, and other mens pradtices from ſet- 
« ling in their proper Principles, what a deluge 
« of /nfidelity and Barbariſm would ſoon overflow 
«thy poor Church ; Yet by whatever outward 
bond mens F aith is ty'd to them, 1f it be not in- 
grafted in their Hearts. and Lives, it hangs but 
looſe, and lies at the mercy of any Engine to re+ 
move it that hathas much force, as that which up- 
holds it ; and ler ſuch ever bleſs God that they 
were born under a moſt Gracious Defender of their 
Faith, God forbid we ſhould ever again be _—_ 
| : D with 
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with the old ſhooes and the mouldy bread of the. 
Gibeonites, to create or foment any publick jealou- 
fies, the Language of which (we too ſadly know »» 
when they ſpeak out 1s nothing but, Arm, Arm ; yer 
there 1s a godly jealouſre the Apoſtle ſpeaks of which 
yeall oughtto have of our ſelves, which would 
call downour eyes from a buſie prying into aſpetts 
of the heavenly bodies to. behold the fatal Progno- 
ſticks. in our ſelves, which if we did confider, 
would awaken ſuch apprehenfions as theſe in us; 
« How have we ſeen 7ruth approaching us with all 
« the powers of reaſon, ſmeetnefs, and terror ? with 
« all kind of demonſtrations, but the miraculous- 
« ones of the ſpirit, and in lieuof them, with the 
« confirm'd. experience of fixteen hundred years ? 
« But what reception, what ſucceſs hath it found ? 
« Ler ſhame and ſorrow anſwer ! If it hath eſcapt 
« our ſcorn we have been very merciful to it, and 
« a cold patience hath been a high favour ; and now 
how indifferent muſt we needs be forthat which we 
have treated ſo unworthily ? How eafily may the 
ſubtilrcy of wit, or the careſſes of friendſhip, per- 
ſwade us from that which hath been-our continual 
burthen , which we have and do adually re- 

nounce ? 

2. The beſt expedient for the defence of Truth, and 
preventing the growth of groſs Errors, is, the en- 
forcement of a good life by the precepts and prafiice 
of it, How vain and fruitleſs have Diſpute and 

| Con- 
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Controwerſie been ? how few Converts have they 
made? and 'tisno wonder, there is a veil lies upon 
mens minds which muſt not be rudely rent, but 
remoy'd witha gentle hand ; There isa £«/um or- 
ganum in the caſe,7he God of this world hath blind. 2 Cor. «. 4, 
ed their minds , to the cure of which we muſt firſt 
apply, for all the treaſures of /ight open'd upon 
a ſore eye will but more offend it ; mens under- 
ſtandings are not to be immediately attacqu'd, nor 
carried by ſtorm, the more they are preſs'd, the 
more they reſiſt ; they lie deeply intrencht in the 
affeftions, and are never to be gain'd but by thoſe 
fair repreſentations and powerful applications of 
goodneſs, that may win theſe. Though the þoly 
Feſus ſpake fo as never man ſpoke, and did thoſe 
mighty things that none elſe could do; Yet had 
not his Lips been as full of Grace as they were of 
Truth, and his Works of Benignity as they were of 
Power, he might have aſtonifſht many, he had ne- 
ver proſclyred any to him ; The Primitive me- 
thods of convincing were by letting their light ſo 

ſhine before men , that they might ſee their good "ne 5 
works, and by well-doing they did that, (which we : Per. 2,1 

| find nothingelſe can do.) they put to;folence the ig- 
zorance of fooliſh men ; and we cannot imagine 

how any other wayes the T*a wa, the things which 
were nothing mn the worlds accompt ſhould: have 
brought to nought the greateſt, and the fooliſh and i cr,1.27,) 

weak have confounded the wiſe and the mighty: _ 28, 

D 2 this 
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this is the method of all Impofture and Temptation, 


Cor.11.13- they transform themſelves into the appearance of 


goodneſs , and thus the Serpent winds himſelf 
there, where the teeth of the Lyon could not en- 


ter, Lertus uſe ſome of the Viper in our Antidote, 


for Truth and Error, Life and Death, make their 
entry the ſame way ; Whilſt railing confutes its 
own beſt reaſoning, and the keenneſs of theargu- 
ment blunts it, and the curiouſneſs of art makes 
ic ſuſpe&ed, and all the wayes .of wit and 
anger are unſuccefsful , then goodneſs infinuates ir 
ſelf, and melts down the iron finew and the brow of 
braſs ; For *tis moſt certain, Tem Ayo dvTueiTar Noyes, 
nothing can be ſo ſpoken, but it may be ſpoken 
againſt ; but however men may put by the ſtrokes 
of the firongeſt reaſoning , yer they cannot refiſt 
the charms of. Charity, Purity, Meekneſs and Hy- 
mility, and Goodnefs and Truth are fo everlaſtingly 
allyed, that where men meet with the one , they 
certainly expe& the other ; Which of you con+ 
winceth me of ſin? was ſuch a challenge as the 
Fews could not anfwer toour Saviour; and, if / ſay 
the truth, why do you not believeme ? was ſuch an 
Aſſumption as they could not objet againſt ; A 
good life therefore 1s the plaineſt and higheſt com- 
mendation of, and would gain more Proſctytes to 
our moſt holy F aith, then all our Pleas and Apolo- 
gles for it; Were we but as good: as our Religion 
15, and would haye us be, our Enemies would 
flow 
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flow into our-Church, and we ſhould not need 
any, either Comprehenſive Arts, or Colledges, pro 
propaganda fide, to bring the fam'd argument. of 
untverſality on our ſide. - Yet ſhould this method 
prove unſucceſsful to others, it would returnto our 
own profit, which is the 

Laſt concluſion; An honeſt Obedience to the 
truths that are (univerſally received,) or a good 
life Cwhich never yet came into controverſie) z the 
beft ſecurity we can have from all dangerous and 
damnable Errors ; To be ſecure fromtheſe, is, 
doubt not, the deſire, ſtudy and enquiry of all, bur 
tis too uſual for men to finda Dungeon where they 
look't for a Sanfiuary. 

Some fly toa Spirit they have heard much talle 
of; which without any thoughts of their own,or the 
weak helps of Heathen Philofophy , Carnal Rea- 
fon, or Spiritual Guides, will by an immediate 
hand dirett them, and when their fancies are well 
impregnate with this pleaſant conceipt, lay by all 
further care of themſelves, commit their minds 
to the ftrange impulſes of 1t, not doubting , 
but under its condu&t they ſhall be led into all 
truth, | 

And fo, no doubt they would, were it the ſweet 
and calm ſpirit of holineſs and fobriety, of a peace- 
able and good life ; But if we expe& this any other 
way; then in the diligent uſe of our faculties, we 


may 
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-may wait as long for it as the Zews for their Meſſ.as, 
Are all Prophets 9. are all Apoſtles ? are all Eyan- 
gelifts that they dream of faſpiration? Moreover, 
Joh. 4.1. #0 (Spirit is to be believed without due tryal, 
and that - furious. Spirit which hath ſo haunted 
the World, and would turn all things upfide 
down, -betrays 1ts: ſelf, by its fruits, to be of an 
evil kind; its fierceneſs and wiolence plainly ſpeak 
ir tobeof kin to that in the Goſpel, That threw 
at, 17. 15 the poor man into the fire and water ; *Tis no more, 
in ſhort, then the force of mens own black and 
impetuous Luſts, which by their ftirength they 
take for ſome omnipotent thing, and ſo ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be hurried by it into all the Labyrinths of 
Darkneſs. | 

By whoſe misfortunes others grown more 
ſober and wary, retire to their own reaſonings, 
where having fortifi'd themſelves with good ſenſe, 
and preat ſuſpition, they think they are fate from 
the atlaults of groſs thes. , 

And 'ſo they were, were they not falſe to 
themſelves, by leaving ſome weak and indefenſi- 
ble places where. the enemy may eafily enter ; . For 
ſuch asthe man is ſuch is his reaſoning, if he be ſoft 
and voluptuous, {mcoth and ſenſual, errors may 
ſurpriſe him ; if cruel and revengeful, any bloody 
and fiery Dofrines will take him ; and how fafe 
foever the man of argument thinks himſelf in 
it, 
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it, ye if he canlive'in a fragainft which he can: 
argue as well as any of thoſe whole trade it'is, why 
may he not, on the ſame enducements, admit an 
error which he canas well confute'?? Thus men: of 
the greateſt parts and improvements have efpous'd 


the'greatelt k1 rors, prefeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, Rom, 1. 


they. become. fools, Which: whilſt others obſerve; 
grown more fearful and modeſt by their tall;' they 
think 1t ſafeſt to- truſt chemſelves -with; fome wiſe 
guide , and having heard of one thats infallible, 
they cheartully refign their underſtandings to: his 
keeping, and then they are ſafe. 

And ſo'{urely they are, it it be but ſo ; Burt firſt, 
they mult be infallibly afſur'd of his infallibility, 
elſe they haye nothing mended their condition ; 
For, if the proof of thisadmits of the leaſt doubt 

as the difference of thoſe that: own it, where they: 
ſhould. fix it, deth confeſs.) if they have not 
an unqueſtionable evidence of the unfailing in- 
tegrity and wiſdom of him they have: intruſted> 
with ſo great a treaſure as their Faith and their 
Souls , Then, inſtead of wiſelyenſuring, they' may 
(for ought. they know). onely. have tamely: ens 
flav'dthem; And aſhrewd: ſuſpition there 1s that 
it is ſo, in that, men-muſt- extinguiſh! the Lamp'of 
God inthem, for their: ſafer guidance, and to-ſe-" 
cure their Faith, muſt abandon their Reaſon and 
Senſe, of which, there:can:be no uſe nor _ 
in 
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him who is held by an if band, and cannot 
be miſguided. 
But 6 the world hath had proof enough of chi | 
danger-of ſuch Guardians of their Faith, and "tis to 
be hoped when men have run throug h all theſe 
mazes, and fre grown giddy and tir'd . heed they 
will be perſwaded to repoſe themſelves (wbither all 
men. fly at their (laſt diflreſs) under the better fe- 
curity of a good life; Not, that - this excludes 
thoughtfulneſs or d:uotion, or ſuperſedes the ne- 
ceflicy of Church. Dofrine | or Diſcipline , for the 
honeſt uſe of thoſe, and a_ modeſt teachable ſub-- 
miſſion to theſe are great parts of a good life ; But 
it calms the Patlions, purges the AﬀeCtions, tunes 
the inſtruments of Reaſon, and eaſes the Soul of all 
inward Diſorders ; Andthat this 1s the beſt prepa- 
ration even for Szcalar Wiſdom, all men do own,in 
that none go recking in Luſt, wallowing in Rior, 
flaming in Paſlion, to any ſerious ſtudy, Councel 
or Aon; they taketheir moſt virtuous moods for _ 
thoſe, and doa ppear the beſt men and Chriſtians - 
when they vs ſhew themſelves the beſt Philoſo- 
pbersand Counſellors; But a good life doth more 
then this tothe preſerving us from deadly Errors, 
for it begets; in us a quick ſehſe of ohicſoever i Is 
contrary to its ſelf, as all ſuch Errors till are; 
and though the good mans art may fail him in ſmall 
miſtakes, yet his continual exerciſe of gooaneſs- 
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Os the experience of every Artiſt in his Trade,and 
thenaturare ſagacity of every Creature in what is 
good orevil to it) makes him very apptehenſive 
of what is very falſe and dangerous, 

j But its greateſt ſafety is inthis, that it entitles 
us to Gods eſpecial careand guidance; who though 
he had not told us fo often as he hath, That the meek vs, 
he will guide in judgment, and teach his wayes. If 


upon a Rock.; yet (if ourthoughts be not very un- 
worthy of him) we fhall not dare to ſufpe2, thar 

he will ever abandon a true Lover and Doer of his 

; Will, who defires nothing butto be conform'd to 
himſelf by ir, to be bewildred and benighted in 

the errors of the wicked that lead to death ; The 
jealonfie of fuch a fportive cruelty, we ſhould ab- 

hor to have of any worthy Friend or Maſter, and 

ris beyond all expreſſions, baſe and unreaſenable 

of him who is Light and Love ; Who, ſhould he 
forſake a Soul wholly deyoted to his Laws, towan- 

der and be mifguided to its ruine, muſt forget, not 

only his Promiſes, but his very Nature, his Truth 
and Goodneſs ; and if once we call theſe into doubr, 

we ſink into botiomleſs Scepticiſm,where we ſhall not 

find any ſurer footing for the certainty of our Senſes 

then of our Faith ; The ſame foundations then thar 
Heaven and Earth are built upon, the ſame is every 

good 


- 


ye continue in my words, ye ſhall know the Truth : job.8.3x 32 
He that heareth my words, and doth them, is founded wv. 1.25 
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good mans: Faith, yea Heaven and Earth may paſs 
away,but the goodneſs of the Lord endureth for ever ; 
Here therefore is the moſt firm and Chatholick: (e- 
curity that God hath provided for men of all capa- 
cities, whereby the meaneft Reaſoner, whole head 
akes at a hard argument, is as ſafe, if he be but as 
honeſt and good, as the Scribe or the Diſputer, or the 
man that 1s mighty at demonſtration; Let us 


therefore, as the Apoſile St. Peter adviſes us, com- 


mit the keeping of our Souls to God in weldoing, as 
unto a faithful Creatour ; and pray ever as our 
Apoſtle hath taught us in the end of this Chapter ; 
Now ourLord Feſus Chriftzand God even our Father, 
who bath" loved us, and given us this everlaſting 
conſolation, and good hepe, comfort our hearts and 
ftabliſh us in every good Word and Work, to whom be 
all glory given world without end. Amen, 
EEE: 4- ERRATA þ: 
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